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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 19.17

(b) During the course of an inspection
any worker may bring privately to the
attention of the inspectors, either oral-
ly or in writing, any past or present
condition which he has reason to be-
lieve may have contributed to or
caused any violation of the act, the
regulations in this chapter, or license
condition, or any unnecessary exposure
of an individual to radiation from li-
censed radioactive material under the
licensee’s control. Any such notice in
writing shall comply with the require-
ments of § 19.16(a).

(c) The provisions of paragraph (b) of
this section shall not be interpreted as
authorization to disregard instructions
pursuant to § 19.12.

§ 19.16 Requests by workers for in-
spections.

(a) Any worker or representative of
workers who believes that a violation
of the Act, the regulations in this
chapter, or license conditions exists or
has occurred in license activities with
regard to radiological working condi-
tions in which the worker is engaged,
may request an inspection by giving
notice of the alleged violation to the
Administrator of the appropriate Com-
mission Regional Office, or to Commis-
sion inspectors. Any such notice shall
be in writing, shall set forth the spe-
cific grounds for the notice, and shall
be signed by the worker or representa-
tive of workers. A copy shall be pro-
vided the licensee by the Regional Of-
fice Administrator, or the inspector no
later than at the time of inspection ex-
cept that, upon the request of the
worker giving such notice, his name
and the name of individuals referred to
therein shall not appear in such copy
or on any record published, released or
made available by the Commission, ex-
cept for good cause shown.

(b) If, upon receipt of such notice, the
Regional Office Administrator deter-
mines that the complaint meets the re-
quirements set forth in paragraph (a)
of this section, and that there are rea-
sonable grounds to believe that the al-
leged violation exists or has occurred,
he shall cause an inspection to be made
as soon as practicable, to determine if
such alleged violation exists or has oc-
curred. Inspections pursuant to this

section need not be limited to matters
referred to in the complaint.

[38 FR 22217, Aug. 17, 1973, as amended at 40
FR 8783, Mar. 3, 1975; 47 FR 30454, July 14,
1982; 52 FR 31610, Aug. 21, 1987]

§ 19.17 Inspections not warranted; in-
formal review.

(a) If the Administrator of the appro-
priate Regional Office determines, with
respect to a complaint under § 19.16,
that an inspection is not warranted be-
cause there are no reasonable grounds
to believe that a violation exists or has
occurred, he shall notify the complain-
ant in writing of such determination.
The complainant may obtain review of
such determination by submitting a
written statement of position with the
Executive Director for Operation, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555, who will provide
the licensee with a copy of such state-
ment by certified mail, excluding, at
the request of the complainant, the
name of the complainant. The licensee
may submit an opposing written state-
ment of position with the Executive
Director for Operations who will pro-
vide the complainant with a copy of
such statement by certified mail. Upon
the request of the complainant, the Ex-
ecutive Director for Operations or his
designee may hold an informal con-
ference in which the complainant and
the licensee may orally present their
views. An informal conference may
also be held at the request of the li-
censee, but disclosure of the identity of
the complainant will be made only fol-
lowing receipt of written authorization
from the complainant. After consid-
ering all written and oral views pre-
sented, the Executive Director for Op-
erations shall affirm, modifying, or re-
verse the determination of the Admin-
istrator of the appropriate Regional Of-
fice and furnish the complainant and
the licensee a written notification of
his decision and the reason therefor.

(b) If the Administrator of the appro-
priate Regional Office determines that
an inspection is not warranted because
the requirements of § 19.16(a) have not
been met, he shall notify the complain-
ant in writing of such determination.
Such determination shall be without
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